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2lst August to 26th August, 1830
I left NSgpur city on the 21st Saturday and entered Kamiti canton-
ment at 2 o'clock. I crossed the Kamateeswara ghat using troughs on 26th
Thursday and covering a distance of 14 miles, reached a great pilgrimage centre
called Ramtenke. I started at Kamiti at 6 o'clock. There was some remainder
ofthyajyam at this time, and its result was apparent to me very soon. I had
obtained permission to cross the river from Colonel Pyaren and others ;
the previous day itself the subordinate officials had accompanied me upto the
river but in spite of this there was confusion at the ghats as the people of each
ghat thought that I would be crossing at some other point, with the result
that I could get a single wooden trough only at 8 o'clock. I could cross the
river with 3 mounts within an hour. I also got soaked in the rain on the way
to Ramatenke. We also missed our luggage carriers and worried for some
time. There are three paths to Ramatenke from Kamiti. There is a small
shrine of Lord Siva at Kamateeswara ghat. Khanana is a river which has to
be crossed before the main road is taken. My luggage c kavadees ' crossed the
river at another ghat, took a different route and joined at the town of Kedi.
Some of my escort joined me in front of Ramatenke village ; the path is
through black-clays . There is no forest here. Several mango trees have been
planted here. Several streams have to be crossed here. There are
several small villages on the way. I have noted down their names in margin.
1. Baroda, 2. Agori, 3. Kedi, 4. Satakku, 5. Hoora, 6. Ramatenke. I shall
now give the particulars of these places, Ramtenke is a RImakshetram.
This is a city-like town with hills alround it. There are 4,000 houses here.
There are 4 to 5 tanks here* Water facility is very good. Betel leaf gardens
have been laid here with trellis supports. Betel leaves of this area are very
famous and are sent as far as Hyderabad in the South and upto Prayag in the
North. Kingly personages obtain these betel leaves by special posts. The
leaves can be preserved for a month with care. {The speciality about these
leaves is that they are tender and thin even when ripe, similar to the Ravesa
leaves of our area, They are also very tasty. All articles are available
here. A tank called Ambareesha Tecrtham with sacred waters with manta-
pams constructed around it, is to be found one mile from this place. There
are several houses, of the residents and workers in addition to the palace of the
king of NlgpGr here. This palace is constructed very spaciously. The Brahm-
hotsavam is celebrated here on the fCarifuka Sudha Purnima day (full, moon day
of Kartheeka) as at TiravannlmalaL At least one lakh people assemble here,
then, 700 steps have to be climbed to reach the shrine on the hill. The temple
is small but constructed beautifully* There are two shrines on the hill for the
images of Lord Narasimha and Lord Varahamurthi here. These images
have been carved out beautifully following the Silpasastra traditions and
appear as if they are endowed with life. The worship here with all kingly
rituals is performed by the king of Nagpur at a cost of Rs.-9,000 per annum
through Brahmins* The large fine township can be seen from the top of the
hill. One temple door on the north of this temple is called the Kasee Dakshina-
dwaram, the southern door to KIsi There are steps leading to the hill not only